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“It  takes  you  lands  away  —  There  is  no  frigate  like  a  book  that 
takes  you  lands  away,”  Florence  Gillesnie  said. 

The  “it”  Florence  was  talking  about  is  one  of  her  newest 
ventures  —  into  the  world  of  storytelling  and  reading  aloud. 

This  summer,  Florence  and  Jean  McAuvic  became  the 
volunteer  storyteller/readers  at  St.  Mary’s  Villa  Nursing  Home  in 
Elmhurst. 

“We  bring  them  (the  nursing  home  residents)  castles  in 
Spain  —  Castles  in  Spain  with  every  purchase  of  a  book,” 
Florence  said  right  after  she  and  Marnie  Rees,  administrator  of 
the -Lackawanna  County  Library  System  and  coordinator  of  its 
storytellers,  tried  to  decide  where  her  first  quote  came  from. 

“It  sounds  like  Emily  Dickinson,”  Florence  said. 

“It  does  sound  like  Emily  Dickinson,”  Marnie  agreed. 

“But  it  could  be  (Robert  Lewis)  Stevenson,”  Florence  threw 
in. 

The  conversation  continued  on  with  quotes,  references  to 
stories  and  discussions  on  reading  selections. 

The  subject  was  books.  The  speakers  were  bubbling  with 
enthusiasm.  It  was  easy  to  understand  why  the  10  to  15  nursing 
home  residents  come  to  hear  their  readings  and  listen  to  their 
stories  every  week. 

“It’s  not  as  difficult  as  one  would  think.  If  you  enjoy  reading 
and  enjoy  what  you’re  reading,  you  soon  find  that  those  you  read 
to,  enjoy  it,  too,”  Jean  said,  adding,  “And  the  more  you  do  it,  the 
more  relaxed  you  become.  I  was  very  tense  in  the  beginning,  but 
now  I  look  forward  to  going  to  St.  Mary’s.  I  look  forward  to 
reading.  And  I  love  talking  with  the  group.” 

Marnie  was  glad  to  hear  what  Jean  had  to  say  because  she  is 
hoping  to  get  that  message  —  that  if  you  enjoy  reading,  you’ll 
enjoy  being  a  storyteller/reader  —  across  to  other  area  residents 
who  might  like  to  give  it  a  try. 

It  was  Marnie  who  brought  the  idea  to  Florence,  Jean  and 
other  local  reading  enthusiasts  during  the  1984  celebration  of 
National  Library  Week.  As  a  part  of  the  celebration,  Marnie 
requested  that  John  Callahan,  an  instructor  at  Northampton 
County  Area  Community  College,  present  a  free  workshop  on 
storytelling. 

When  it  was  over,  attendees  were  asked  if  they  would  care  to 
tell/read  stories  at  branch  libraries  or  in  area  nursing  homes. 

Jean  and  Florence  signed  up.  Joan  Collins,  the  activities 
director  at  St.  Mary’s  Villa,  heard  of  the  project,  called  Marnie, 
was  put  in  touch  with  Jean  and  Florence,  and  stories  have  been 
told  at  St.  Mary’s  every  week  since. 

Similiar  arrangements  have  been  made  with  other  storytell¬ 
ers  and  Mountain  Rest,  Adams  Manor,  the  Carbondale  and 
Laurel  Hill  Nursing  Homes. 

“It’s  enjoyable  for  the  people  there,  and  just  as  enjoyable  for 
us,”  Florence  said. 

It  is  not,  however,  she  and  Jean  agreed,  just  a  matter  of 
grabbing  a  favorite  book  and  running  up  to  Elmhurst  to  read  it. 

Selecting  the  material  to  be  read  or  told  is  important.  Jean 
has  found  Readers  Digest,  with  its  short  stories,  joke¥and  bits  of 
information,  receives  good  reviews  from  her  audience.  Florence 
reads  poetry,  stories  from  favorite  books  off  her  bookshelves  and 
short  informational  and  historical  pieces.  Both  have  found  fairy 
tales  and  similar  stories  to  be  well  accepted. 

“Sometimes  we  get  requests.  And  the  ladies  do  contribute,” 
Jean  said,  adding,  “But  for  the  most  part  you  just  read  what  you 
think  is  interesting  and  enjoyable.” 

And,  readers  do  get  help  with  their  selections  if  they  wish. 
Volunteers  receive  printouts  from  Marnie. 


